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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

1. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Regarding claim 1, the term "may be" in claim 1 at line 6 is a relative term which renders 
the claim indefinite. The term "may be" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not 
provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would 
not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. Appropriate correction is required. 

Regarding claim 1, the phrase "and/or" renders the claim indefinite because it is unclear 
whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. See MPEP 
§ 2173.05(d). Examiner will interpret the phrase as "or" when rejecting the claims. 

Claim 3 is recites the limitation "a UI" at lines 4-5. There is insufficient antecedent basis 
for this limitation in the claim. It means that there is a different UI than the UI that has been 
mentioned in claim 1 at line 6. 

Applicant needs to consider other claims for the similar problems. 

All other claims are also rejected because of their dependency. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed pubhcation in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Oran et al. (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,920,316). 

As to claim 1, Oran teaches a method for presenting zero or more User Interface (UI) 
objects as pad of a UI on an information processing system, the method comprising: 

associating an associative array with one or more entries to each of a plurality of UI 
objects that may be presented as part of a UI (fig. 14 shows "Taskbar Options" and "Start Menu 
Programs 78", and the array is listing a plurality of UI objects (elements 82, 84, 86, 88, etc.) as 
part of the display 30, e.g., col. 8 line 54-col. 9 line 11, and figs. 14, 15A-C & 20); 

presenting at least one UI object based on a state of at least one global context flag for the 
UI (elements 86, 88, 90, etc. of figs. 14, 15A-C show as the context flags to change/alter the 
display/layout of the UI objects on the UI, e.g., col. 8 line 54-col. 9 line 11); 

receiving a response fi-om an end-user to the presentation of the at least one UI object 
and/or receiving an event-based trigger (elements 86, 88, 90, etc. of figs. 14, 15A-C show as the 
context flags to change/alter the display/layout of the UI objects on the UI, e.g., col. 8 line 54- 
col. 9 line 11); 
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altering the state of the global context flag label based on the response from the end-user 
(the user can select different choices by turning on/off the flags, e.g., col. 9 lines 1-39, and figs. 
14-15C); 

performing a Boolean comparison between the global context flag and one or more of the 
entries of in the associative array for each of the UI objects (the system will automatically 
determine whether the object(s) to be displayed on the screen or not based on the user's sections 
or changing the flags to on/off or Y/N, e.g., col. 11 lines 1-39, and figs. 14-15C & 20); and 

presenting zero or more the plurality of UI objects as part of the UI to the end-user based 
upon a result of the Boolean comparison (from concept as mentioned above, the some or all 
object(s) can be hidden/taken away from the screen, i.e., Auto hide or Show Clock is selected, 
e.g., figs. 14-15C). 

As to claim 2, Oran teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
presenting to an end-user the at least one UI object further comprising at least one of the 
following: 

presenting a visual image (Show Clock, e.g., figs. 14-1 5C); 
creating a vibration; 
playing a sound; 
emitting a scent; and 
emitting a taste. 

As to claim 3, Oran teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
associating an associative array with one or more entries to each of a plurality of UI objects that 
may be presented as part of a UI includes associating an associative array with zero or more 
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entries to each of a plurality of UI objects that may be presented as part of a UI by retrieving the 
associative array from a file when an application using the UI is loading (e.g., col. 8 line 54-col 
9 line 1 1, and figs. 14, 15A-C & 20). 

As to claim 4, Oran teaches the method according to claim 1 , wherein the global context 
flags are changed after the application using the UI receives any input from: 

an end-user comprising an input from a group of input devices consisting of a keyboard, 
mouse (Windows is using keyboard and mouse, e.g., col. 5 lines 21-25), pointing device, 
digitizing pen, light pen, track ball, touch screen, motion detector, chemical sensor, sound sensor, 
and eye movement sensor. 

As to claim 5, Oran teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein the global context 
flags are changed after the application using the UI receives an event-based trigger from one or 
the following events: 

a time event comprising an input from a time of day or elapsed time; and 

an information processing system event comprising a file status (fig. 20 shows 
applications or programs can be changed the status by adding/removing), a printing status, a 
modem status or a power supply status. 

As to claim 6, Oran teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
performing a Boolean operation is selected from the group of Boolean operations consisting of 
"AND", "OR" and "XOR" (figs. 14-1 5C disclose more than one of the selection flags can be 
chosen such as Auto hide and Show small icons in Start menu at the same time, or none of the 
flags is selected). 
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As to claim 7, Oran teaches the method according to claim 1, wherein the step of 
associating one or more attributes to each of a plurality of UI objects from a table so that any 
changes in the table can be made without recompiling and/or re-linking an application using the 
UI (the changes are affected simultaneously when the user selects the flags without recompiling 
Windows or any applications, e.g., col. 8 line 54-col. 9 line 11, and figs. 14, 15A-C & 20). 

As to claims 8-10, they are system claims of method claims 1, 4, and 2. Note the 
rejections of claims 1, 4, and 2 above respectively. 

As to claims 11-17, they are program product claims of method claims 1-7. Note the 
rejections of claims 1-7 above respectively. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Boulton et al. (U.S. Patent No. 5,537,618) teach flags, arrays, alter controls, and 
GUI (cols. 4-54 and figs. 2-19, 28-30). 

Foreman et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,469,71 1 B2) teach arrays, flags, UI objects, and 
Boolean operations (cols. 2-14 and figs. 5-13). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to True T Chuong whose telephone number is 571-272-4134. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and alternate Fridays 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 



Application/Control Number: 09/944,721 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2179 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Heather R. Hemdon can be reached on 571-272-4136. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

True T. Chuong 
12/08/04 




